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WHAT TO TEACH IN FOREST MANAGEMENT AND HOW TO TEACH IT
Marc E. McDill
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The Pennsylvania State University, 214B Ferguson Building, University Park, PA 16802. E-mail: mem14@psu.edu
ABSTRACT: More than ever, forest management today encompasses a wide range of topics, from ecosystem 
management and public forest planning to the details of industrial timber management, including financial analy-
sis. The discussion will provide a forum where individuals who teach forest management can discuss their ideas 
on what should be emphasized in forest management classes and effective methods for teaching these concepts. 
As preparation for the conference, I will obtain syllabi for forest management classes around the country and in-
ternationally. These will be used to develop a list of the range of subjects currently taught in these classes and 
methods used for teaching them. A synopsis of this review, including copies of all of the syllabi that are ob-
tained, will be distributed to participants. The desired outcome of the discussion is that forest management in-
structors will revisit their current course content and teaching methods, possibly identifying needed changes in 
emphasis and/or new teaching approaches. The discussion will involve all those who show up.
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